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for the Cobb Bar.”
The Cobb County Bar 

Association is a social and 
professional group for local 
lawyers to celebrate the law 
profession and engage with 
the community by sponsor-
ing educational programs, 
social and charity events.

The bar hosts two major 
fundraising events a year, 
Sleighbells on the Square 
5K and Law Day Classic Golf 
Tournament, which raises 
tens of thousands of dol-
lars for the Cobb County 
Bar Children’s Emergency 
Fund. The fund provides 
support for Cobb families in 
need in areas that are often 
not addressed by traditional 
charities, assisting with util-
ity bills, clothing, medicine 
and housing to help local 
families get back on track.

As president, Rodriguez is 
the figurehead of an organi-
zation representing one of 
the busiest judicial systems 
in the state, he said.

“The Cobb Bar has a pow-
erful presence at the State 
Bar level,” Rodriguez said. 
“We can influence rules for 
ethics and make other recom-
mendations. The opportuni-
ty to serve your colleagues, 
lawyers and judges, is an 
incredible honor.”

Rodriguez, a Marietta na-
tive and 2003 graduate of 
Marietta High School, re-
ceived his bachelor’s and 
law degrees from the Uni-
versity of Georgia and is 
part of the criminal defense 
attorneys law firm Kilgore 
and Rodriguez.

Rodriquez’s law partner, 
Maddox Kilgore, an Emory 
grad from the Smyrna area, 
served as president of the 
Cobb County Bar Associa-
tion from 2018 to 2019.

According to their website, 

the Marietta lawyers have 
tried a variety of complex 
criminal defense cases such 
as murder, child molesta-
tion, aggravated assault, 
aggravated battery and ve-
hicular homicide.

In 2016, the firm were 
members of the defense team 
in the high-profile murder 
trial of the State of Georgia 
v. Justin Ross Harris, also 
known by the news media 
as the “Hot Car Case.”

Soo Hong, the former 
president of the organiza-
tion, thanked the group for 
allowing her to serve and 
said, “being the Cobb Bar 
president has been the most 
defining moment of my life, 
a great honor.”

Tearing up, Hong de-
scribed some accomplish-
ments of the association 
over the past year.

“We had a really good 
year,” Hong said. “We got 
our membership back up to 
over 1,000 members.”

Hong discussed the many 
charity events the asso-
ciation held throughout 
the year, and how proud 
she was to represent the 
organization.

With plenty of smiles and 
laughter in the audience, 
Rodriguez adjourned the 
luncheon.

“He is such a wonder per-
son,” Cobb Superior Court 
Chief Judge Greg Poole said 
of Rodriguez. “He’s going 
to be a wonderful leader.”
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R-Fayetteville, the bill’s House 
sponsor. “SB 140 does just 
that by establishing guard-
rails to ensure that children 
struggling with identity is-
sues are not rushed into de-
cisions that would alter their 
bodies forever.” 

“Nothing in this bill stops 
an adult from pursuing a 
different lifestyle based on 
their feelings,” said Rep. 
Will Wade, R-Dawsonville, 
in support of the bill.

“We must draw a line for 
the long-term of children. 
… I believe that childhood 
is about giving young people 
time to develop and letting 
them learn by trial and er-
ror, but still protecting them 
from long-term harms.”

Democratic legislators 
spoke out in opposition to the 
bill, pointing out that major 
medical societies including 

the American Academy of 
Pediatrics support gender-
affirming care that includes 
hormone-replacement ther-
apy and surgery for trans-
gender youths.

“We think this bill will in 
fact do real harm to some 
of our most vulnerable citi-
zens,” said Rep. Scott Hol-
comb, D-Atlanta. “I really 
do fear that we may lose 
some lives by passing this, 
not save lives but lose lives, 
and that should give every-
one pause.”

House Democrats cited 

studies that show that trans-
gender youths are much more 
likely to contemplate or com-
mit suicide than other young 
people. They also contended 
the bill is at odds with the 
GOP’s recent push to pro-
tect parental rights.

“Most of us who are par-
ents … want the freedom 
to make decisions for our 
families and our children,” 
said Rep. Saira Draper, D-
Atlanta. “Many of you in 
this chamber have said as 
much: You have declared 
that it is a parent’s right to 

make decisions about where 
their children go to school, 
which books they read and 
which subjects they study.”

“Yet, SB 140 attempts to 
substitute the judgement 
of the state for that of the 
parents of some of our most 
vulnerable children, those 
who identify as transgen-
der. That is wrong, and it is 
not what this body should 
stand for.”

Because the House amend-
ed the bill in committee, it 
now heads back to the Geor-
gia Senate.

Best in Bridal
for Over 40 Years

Please Contact Us To Schedule Your Visit
770.434.4367 I cumberlanddiamond.com

2800 Cumberland Boulevard I Smyrna, Georgia 30080  
Showroom Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10AM-5PM

Sunday and Monday Closed 

Passionately Engaging Relationships 
Since 1982

Canton 770.345.5717

East Cobb 770.579.8558

Hiram 678.453.5717

Marietta 770.427.5717

Woodstock 770.926.9112

- @pinnacleortho

- @pinnacleortho

2023GOLD DOME
UNDER THE

HOW THEY VOTED SB 140: Passed, 96-75
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Carlos Rodriguez speaks after his swearing-in ceremony Thursday.

By Michael Macagnone
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — The Navajo 
Nation will argue Monday at 
the Supreme Court that the 
United States must meet the 
water needs of their reserva-
tion in Arizona, amid long-
standing tensions about how 
to apportion the dwindling 
flow of the Colorado River.

In the first oral arguments 
of a two-week sitting of the 
high court, the Navajo will 
defend a ruling from the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 9th 
Circuit that kept alive their 
long-running legal effort to 
force the government to come 
up with a plan to provide 
enough water.

In court filings, the tribe 
contends that an 1868 treaty 
promised both land and water 
sufficient for the Navajos to 
return to a permanent home 
in their ancestral territory.

Many Navajo households 
live on a small fraction of 
the water most Americans 
use per day, the tribe states. 

More than 30% of the res-
ervation lacks running wa-
ter. And water hauled from 
miles away costs multiple 
times more.

“How did we get here, in 
this country, in the twenty-
first century? Broken prom-
ises,” the tribe’s brief said. 
“The basic human rights of 
hundreds of thousands of 
Navajos, fellow U.S. citizens, 
hang in the balance.”

EXPRESS 
RESPONSIBILITY

But the Biden administra-
tion and several states argue 
that the treaty does not give 
the Navajo the right to more 
water in the drought-strick-
en West, which would likely 
have to come from the Colo-
rado River.

The Biden administration 
in a brief argued that under 
Supreme Court precedent, 
the United States can only 
be brought into court by a 
tribe when it has “express-
ly accepted” a responsibil-
ity, such as passing a law 

or regulation.
“Here, the Navajo Nation 

has not identified any stat-
ute, treaty, or regulation that 
expressly establishes an af-
firmative trust duty to assess 
and address the Navajo Na-
tion’s general water needs,” 
the administration’s brief said.

Arizona told the justices in 
a brief that the tribe’s suit is 
an end run around decades of 
agreements about water dis-
tribution from the Colorado 

River in a zero-sum game — 
more water for the Navajo 
means less for everyone else.

And Arizona and other 
states contend the dispute 
threatens to crack open 100 
years of interstate negotia-
tions, lawsuits, regulations 
and statutes over Colorado 
River water known as “The 
Law of the River,” where the 
federal government asserted 
water rights on behalf of some 
tribes, but not the Navajo.

Supreme Court to hear arguments 
on Navajo Nation water needs

allen J. Schaben/Los angeles Times/TNS

A boater gets an up-close view of the “bathtub ring” on Lake 
Mead while touring Hoover Dam. 

By Laura Weiss
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — Treasury 
Secretary Janet L. Yellen told 
senators on Thursday that 
the banking system remains 
sound in the aftermath of 
Silicon Valley Bank’s col-
lapse. But she warned that 
failure to raise the debt limit 
in time would be devastating 
for banks after the turmoil.

The country’s fiscal and 
economic health took center 
stage at the Senate Finance 
Committee’s hearing with Yel-
len on President Joe Biden’s 
fiscal 2024 budget request, 
as senators pressed her over 
concerns about avoiding a 
debt ceiling breach, ensur-
ing stability of the banking 
system, combating inflation 
and shoring up Social Secu-
rity’s finances.

Yellen says debt limit 
breach would be 
‘devastating’ for banks

yuri Gripas/abaca Press/TNS

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen testifies before a Senate Fi-
nance Committee hearing to examine President Joe Biden’s 
proposed budget request for fiscal year 2024 on Capitol Hill 
in Washington, D.C., on Thursday.
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